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On behalf of 516 arTS and all of the many artists and 
organizations involved, welcome to Heart of the City! We 
are pleased to present a series of collaborations explo-
ring the urban environment through art, urban planning, 
cultural and economical development, education and 
community dialogue. This publication serves as the exhib-
ition announcement, the program guide to the season-long 
series of public programs and the catalog to the exhibition at 
516 arTS. Look for updates, emerging projects and offshoots 
on our website, in our e-blasts and on our Facebook page 
throughout the spring.

516 arTS is known for addressing issues and spurring dial-
ogue about our particular time and place in the world. 
The idea for Heart of the City emerged out of our desire 
to examine what is literally right outside our front doors. 
We are posing questions about what Downtown means and 
where it may be going. Heart of the City began as a line of 
inquiry about albuquerque: Where is the heart of the city? 
How would you define it, and what condition is it in? What 
does its condition say about the city as a whole? In what 
ways does Downtown albuquerque succeed—or fail—to 
serve as the heart of the community?

Downtown albuquerque is the historical crossroads, transit 
hub, government seat and identifying skyline for the largest 
city in new Mexico; and yet it exhibits many of the challenges 
that face other urban centers across the country. The built 
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“a city is not an accident but the result of coherent visions and aims.”

—Leon Krier, The Architecture of Community
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2 Mural  Signs of the Times  Century Downtown Movie Theater  100 Central SW

Exhibition & Multiple Events  516 ARTS  516 Central SW4

Workshop  Sign Painting  OFFCenter Community Arts Project  808 Park SW5

Performance  Women & Creativity: The Art of Being a Spectator  Tricklock Performance Laboratory  110 Gold SW6

Presentation & Artist Talk  Aaron Noble: Quantum Bridge  CNM  717 University SE7

Keynote Presentation  Special Guest Rick Lowe, Project Row Houses  Outpost Performance Space  210 Yale SE8

Screenings  Sign Painters  Guild Cinema  3405 Central NE9

3 Mural  Quantum Bridge  Warehouse 508  1st NW

1 Public Art & PechaKucha Event  Solids & Voids / Heart of the City  CityLab 505 Central NW1

environment seems haphazard and fragmented, commun-
ities are broken up, and there is a shortage of basic economic 
activity and services. In spite of this, people are drawn to the 
area for the walkable (and bike-friendly) layout, evolving 
subcultures, the interplay of diverse creative activities, and 
some key anchors like the farmer’s market, music venues, 
train/bus stations and employment centers. If much of the 
outlying city is faced with long commutes, isolation, lack 
of cultural activity and dependence on cars, Downtown 
provides an alternative.

Looking at the various communities that use and love 
Downtown, we found people seeking to articulate and imagine 
a future for albuquerque that resonates with optimism and 
possibility. We found celebrations of diversity and vibrancy, 
but also immense creativity under duress in response to the 
challenges and dysfunctions of the urban core. 

Spanning street art and murals to urban planning and 
community activism, Heart of the City centers around the 
gallery exhibition at 516 arTS, which features a series of 
projects created by lead artists with student apprentices 
or collaborators. Throughout the winter/spring season of 
Heart of the City, an array of public programs take place 
at 516 arTS and partnering venues. 516 arTS has brought 
together 13 organizations representing arts, education and 
small business to explore the questions posed by this project. 
We have chosen to devote a special focus on youth and 
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education, because that is where the future lies. Downtown 
has traditionally been important to young people—as a 
place where they gather and get a taste of urban energy 
and open-ended possibility. 

Like the heart that pumps oxygen throughout the body, 
a successful Downtown enlivens the whole city. When we 
discuss economic vitality and urban culture, how are we 
really affecting people’s lives and the younger generation 
who are the future of our city? What experiences are people 
sharing and how are our youth being nourished? How 
can Downtown revitalization bring our whole community 
together as active citizens interested in addressing the 
public good? Like the “energy cube” conceived by lead 
artist aaron noble with the young artists of Warehouse 508, 
which is at the center of their new mural titled Quantum 
Bridge, Downtown albuquerque is a vital cube of condensed 
energy and potential at the center of the expanse of our 
sprawling city. 

516 arts
ExHIbITIOn: 
February 1—May 3, 2014

MEMbErS PrEvIEW 
rECEPTIOn: 
Saturday, February 1, 5-6pm

PubLIC OPEnIng rECEPTIOn: 
Saturday, February 1, 6-8pm 
(See p. 28)

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW
open Tue—Sat, 12-5pm

Heart of the City Exhibition
Heart of the City comes together at 516 arTS, the host of the central exhibition and 
the organizer and incubator of the collaboration, public programs and public art 
projects. visit the show at 516 arTS to see art installations by all of the exhibition 
partners featured in this publication. The staff of 516 arTS have worked closely with 
the invited organizations to bring together their individual collaborative projects into 
one exhibition, but each organization has developed their own original ideas and 
engaged their artists.

Cover: Aaron Noble, Quantum Bridge (detail), mural created with youth apprentices from Warehouse 508, presented by  
516 ARTS and Warehouse 508 in partnership with The City of Albuquerque Public Art Urban Enhancement Program. 
© Aaron Noble, Artist & The City of Albuquerque, 2013.

Above: 516 ARTS staff team: Suzanne Sbarge, 
Teresa Buscemi, Rhiannon Mercer, Claude Smith

Lead artists:
Matthew Chase-Daniel
amber Cobb
Carlos Contreras
Katya Crawford
Susan Frye
Diahndra grill
gabriel Jaureguiberry
Lee Montgomery
Celia alvarez Muñoz
aaron noble
Larry bob Phillips
alf Simon
Jerry Wellman
randall Wilson

eXHiBition Partners:
516 arTS 
ace barbershop  
amy biehl High School  
axle Contemporary
CnM art Department      
CityLab 
JustWrite
redLine 
unM College of Fine arts
unM School of architecture + Planning
vecinos artist Collective   
Warehouse 508  
Working Classroom

516 arTS, known for its leadership of collaborations large and small, is a nonprofit 
arts and education organization founded in 2006 to attract audiences to Downtown 
albuquerque for arts and cultural activities. Its mission is to forge connections between 
art and audiences, and the vision is to be an active partner in developing the cultural 
landscape of albuquerque and new Mexico. Its values are inquiry, diversity, collaboration 
and accessibility. 516 arTS offers programs that inspire curiosity, dialogue, risk-taking 
and creative experimentation, showcasing established, emerging, local, national and 
international artists from a variety of cultural backgrounds. 

Throughout the three-month Heart of the City exhibition, 516 arTS is offering free 
educational tours for schools and community groups. To schedule a tour, contact 
Claude Smith at 505-242-1445 or claude@516arts.org.

Heart of the City originated by 516 arTS marks the beginning of an ongoing, 

long-term project involving multiple partners to explore and document the 

essential role of arts and culture in innovation, entrepreneurship and vibrant local 

economies. It is being initiated by the Historic District Improvement Company 

with the national Institute of Flamenco, unM and CnM, and will expand to 

include other businesses and organizations. The focus will be on research 

and case studies that can provide insight into the successful development of 

albuquerque’s entrepreneurial community.

Program Guide / Exhibition Catalog published by:

516 ARTS
516 Central Ave. SW
Downtown Albuquerque
505-242-1445 
www.516arts.org

Printed by American Web, Designed by Suzanne Sbarge

introduCtion (continued)

Follow the 516 ARTS blog: http://516arts.blogspot.com
To subscribe to 516 ARTS e-news: info@516arts.org

Like 516 ARTS on Facebook!

I hope to see you at 516 arTS for the Heart of the City 
opening bash on Saturday, February 1 and for many of the 
exciting events listed here on the following pages. Heart of 
the City is an opportunity to visit the Downtown area, and 
enjoy and reflect on the role of Downtown in the vitality of 
albuquerque as a whole. 

Suzanne Sbarge
Executive Director, 516 arTS
Project Director, Heart of the City

With special thanks to Claude Smith, Project Coordinator 
for Heart of the City, and 516 arTS staff members  
rhiannon Mercer and Teresa buscemi
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aCe BarBersHoP

LEaD arTIST:  

gabriel  
Jaureguiberry 

COLLabOraTOrS: 

rocky norton
rico ramirez

FEaTurED arTISTS: 

Joel baca
Tommy borunda
James black
rueben Cantu
ray Chavez
Jaque Fragua
Diego garcia
Chris grill
Patrice Jaureguiberry 
avery Kalapa
Frank McCulloch
SOFa OnE
Steve White

Down Time
aCE barbershop owner, gabriel Jaureguiberry invites the general public to visit 516 
arTS for First Friday Haircuts–an initiative developed specifically for Heart of the 
City in which Jaureguiberry recreates a portion of his iconic Downtown albuquerque 
barbershop in the gallery to offer free haircuts from 5-8pm to anyone interested. First 
Friday Haircuts are sponsored by 516 arTS and positions the gallery space as a site for 
the unexpected while simultaneously celebrating the roles of the barbershop as a place 
for social interaction and public discourse. appointments can be made in advance by 
contacting Claude Smith at 516 arTS, 505-242-1445 or by email: claude@516arts.org.

Jaureguiberry says, “Downtown is a reflection of our state and the nation’s spectrum 
of people. as a barber and small business owner, I continue to live in this stew of color. 
a barbershop is home base for communication and relaxation. We contact all styles. I 
have witnessed the exchange of ideas and culture, gossip and fashion, humor and fists.

Downtown albuquerque is an intersection of culture. a crossroads that is route 66 and 
the Camino real. This destination is used today in many ways. People perform daily 
rituals while merging old and young. The contrast from day to night keeps a balance. 
a dance among high class and homeless, early birds and night owls. a moving time line 
where art meets ritual. Interaction on an urban pulse. This city center collects stories.” 

aCe BarBersHoP
aCE barbershop was first opened in 2004 by gerhardt 
ackerman, with help from former assistant gabriel 
Jaureguiberry, who later took over ownership in 2005. The 
concept was born from ackerman’s visit to rudy’s barbershop 
inside Standard Hotel of Los angeles, and offers traditional 
barber services mixed with music and art. believing that 
everyone is an artist, aCE has been an active supporter of 
community arts and hosts monthly exhibitions in which all 
proceeds from sales are given directly to the artists. artist 
submissions are welcome. aCE accepts appointments and 
walk-ins for all barber services.   

gabriel Jaureguiberry grew up in rural Encino, new Mexico. 
In 1989, he bought turntables and a mixer with his pizza 
delivery earnings. He takes a small town approach to the 
world with aCE barbershop as an opportunity to make new 
friends through expression and service.

www.acebarbershop505.com

Free haircuts in the gallery:

OPEnIng rECEPTIOn: 
Saturday, February 1, 6-8pm

FIrST FrIDayS: 
March 7 & April 4, 5-8pm

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW
(See p. 29)

6

Photos at ACE Barbershop by Teresa Buscemi

eXHiBition 

Downtown barbershop merging art and Hip Hop culture is re-created in a gallery installation.

“Cities have the capability of providing something for everybody, only 

because, and only when, they are created by everybody.” 

—Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities
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aXLe ContemPorary

E Pluribus Unum (One From Many): Albuquerque
axle Contemporary is bringing their mobile stepvan gallery/photo studio to albu-
querque for Heart of the City. Inside the nomadic studio the week of January 6-12, 
they are shooting black and white photographic portraits of diverse members of the 
albuquerque community. The studio sets up in, or in front of, various Heart of the City 
partner locations and high-traffic spots in Downtown and the surrounding area. all are 
welcome to participate during this residency week as well as during Family Day at 516 
arTS on Saturday, February 8, 2-5pm (see p. 28). In the portraits, participants are asked 
to hold an object that has significance or resonance for them. at the January sessions, 
two copies of each portrait are printed on-site; one given to the participant and the 
other immediately glued to the exterior of the mobile gallery. after each portrait is 
taken it is merged with all the previous photos, creating a dynamic and singular image 
incorporating everyone who participates. all of the portraits are featured in a gallery 
installation at 516 arTS. Posters of the merged portraits are on view in windows 
around Downtown albuquerque. ultimately the project is documented in the book E 
Pluribus Unum: Albuquerque, available at 516 arTS during the exhibition.

Special project funders:

aXLe ContemPorary
axle Contemporary is a collaborative project by artists 
Matthew Chase-Daniel and Jerry Wellman. The mobile gallery 
is an innovative vehicle for arts distribution. Since 2010, it 
has grown beyond the confines of the van/gallery, and now 
includes book publishing, performance art and alternative 
projects for socially engaged art creation and dissemination in 
the public sphere. axle Contemporary has exhibited the work 
of over 300 new Mexico artists in over 60 exhibitions. 

Matthew Chase-Daniel is a Santa Fe-based artist working in 
photography, sculpture and video. His artwork has been 
exhibited across the u.S. and in Europe and Japan, and he has 
created numerous public art projects. Jerry Wellman’s paintings 
and drawings have been exhibited at various museums and 
galleries across the country, and his video animation work has 
been presented at national and international video festivals.

www.axleart.com

FaMILy Day:

take-away Portraits  
with axle contemporary

Saturday, February 8, 2-5pm

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave SW
(See p. 28)

rESIDEnCy WEEK:

Everyone is invited to have their 
portrait taken to be part of this 
project. bring along a meaningful 
object at these places & times:

Monday, January 6: 
9am-5pm: La Montañita Food 
Co-op, Nob Hill

Tuesday, January 7: 
9am-2pm: Gold Street Caffé 
3-5pm: OFFCenter 

Wednesday, January 8: 
10am-2pm: The Grove Café 
and Market     
3-5pm: 516 ARTS 
6-8pm: Warehouse 508

Thursday, January 9: 
9am-3pm: Amy Biehl High  
School & ACE Barbershop
3:30-5pm: ArtStreet

Friday, January 10:
11am-8pm: Harwood Art Center 

Saturday, January 11: 
9am-2pm: Winning Coffee Co. 
3-7pm: The Guild Cinema

Sunday, January 12:
10am-5pm: Albuquerque Museum

8

LEaD arTISTS: 

Jerry Wellman & 
Matthew Chase-
Daniel

Left: Axle Contemporary, E Pluribus Unum: Santa Fe, 2012, blend of 566 
individual portraits. Above: E Pluribus Unum: Santa Fe, 2012, exterior 
installation, laser prints & wheatpaste on the Axle Contemporary mobile 
gallery. Photo by Matthew Chase-Daniel.

eXHiBition & PuBLiC art

Mobile portrait studio features the faces of Albuquerque on the van, in the gallery and on the streets.
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amy BieHL HigH sCHooL & redLine

Atrapado y Retoricido
Atrapado y Retoricido is a sculptural environment created by amber Cobb, bret aaker, 
and students from amy biehl High School. This collaboration is based on the concepts 
associated with the early 20th century art historical movement of Surrealism and 
juxtaposes new Mexico’s slogan and unofficial slogan of “The Land of Enchantment” 
with “The Land of Entrapment.” This non-linear narrative relocates the office and 
practice of Sigmund Freud to albuquerque instead of historically accurate vienna. 
The brightly colored installation recreates Freud’s office with elements and objects 
found in Downtown albuquerque. The students have created soft sculptures from 
everyday items, including “Homies” toys, tourist trinkets, as well as cast-offs from 
everyday life in the city. These items are transformed through a multi-layered process 
of coating the objects in latex paint until they began to melt, twist and ultimately 
reshape themselves. Displayed in a recreated office are objects Dr. Freud would have 
collected during his travels around the american Southwest. The couch on which the 
therapy sessions would take place rises off the ground, adding dynamic movement to 
the transformation of the space as it chases a balloon shaped pair of “Dickies”. This 
whole process of surrealistic psychoanalysis represents a positive bright future that is 
achievable for albuquerque. 

Special project funders:

LEaD arTIST: 

amber Cobb

aPPrEnTICES:

Dyllan baldonado
Dominique Caldwell 
Kaya Lynn garcia 
Madeline gauna 
veronica Hoa Le 
gabrielle Martinez  
nathan Martinez 
Olivia McInnis  
roshii Montano 
Karaya Morris   
Jacob Porras  
Serenity Postlethwait 
Taelyn reid   
alyssa Silva   
benedict Talley
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Above: Amber Cobb & students of Amy Biehl High School Advanced 
Art Class, Atrapado y Retoricido (detail), 2013, mixed media sculptures, 
toy parts, stuffed animals, latex paint, dimensions variable. Right: 
ABHS student Taelyn Reid working on Atrapado y Retoricido in the 
class’ temporary studio in Downtown Contemporary Gallery & Studios.

amy BieHL HigH sCHooL & redLine
guest artist amber Cobb from redLine in Denver, Colorado has 
joined forces with youth artists from bret aaker’s advanced 
Sculpture class at amy biehl High School. Located in the 
heart of Downtown albuquerque in a one hundred year old 
historic building, the school transforms young people from 
all walks of life into civic-minded college students while 
they are still in high school. 516 arTS provides ongoing arts 
education opportunities for our neighbors at abHS. redLine, a 
regional partner with 516 arTS through the nPn/visual artists 
network, is a diverse urban laboratory where arts, education 
and community coverge.

amber Cobb received her MFa in Sculpture from the university 
of Colorado at boulder in 2011 and has created a diverse body of 
work that explores the duality of the attractive and the abject. 
Cobb’s work has been shown nationally and internationally. 
She is currently participating in a two-year artist residency at 
redLine.

www.amybiehlhighschool.org
www.redlineart.org

eXHiBition

Amy Biehl High School students create sculpture with found objects from around Downtown.



Heart of tHe City  www.516arts.org

CityLaB 

Solids and Voids: Spaces of the Heart
CityLab and the unM School of architecture + Planning have designed installations 
for Heart of the City that look at the city as solid elements that generate form and 
structure, and which contain spaces where people and energy, the lifeblood of the city, 
flow. a wall of videos on the façade of the CityLab building infuses space and form 
with the dimension of time and motion—the dynamic condition of the city from micro 
to macro scales. The gallery installation brings the street inside to further explore the 
ephemeral nature and character of the spaces of the heart.

The artists all have a common interest in the power of the ephemeral landscape to 
transform urban space. The design team seeks to create installations that engage with 
the site in a critical manner, prompting rupture and pause in the state of distraction 
that comes with an automobile centric, digital age. The team is motivated by context, 
theory, practicality, materiality and finding the extraordinary in the ordinary of the 
every day.

Special project funders:

CityLaB
CityLab is a partnership between The City of albuquerque and 
unM School of architecture + Planning. a creative and col-
laborative venue in the heart of Downtown albuquerque, it 
is a unique opportunity for students to participate in classes 
and seminars, and to work with City officials and residents on 
issues around albuquerque’s growth and revitalization. City-
Lab brings together students from architecture, Landscape 
architecture and Community and regional Planning to de-
velop urban strategies and site-specific projects that range in 
scale from pedestrian to city block. The studio’s Downtown 
location across the street from 516 arTS serves as a platform 
for research, using the Central avenue corridor as a site for 
investigation and community engagement. 

Lead artists from the unM School of architecture + Planning 
are alf Simon, Professor, associate Dean; Katya Crawford, 
assistant Professor; and Susan Frye, Lecturer III.

http://saap.unm.edu/centers-institutes/dpac/city-lab

heart of the city 
PechaKucha:

Thursday, February 27, 7pm
(See p. 30)

at CityLab 
505 Central Ave. NW

LEaD arTISTS: 

alf Simon
Katya Crawford
Susan Frye

aPPrEnTICES: 

Meredith gresham 
Dale Lusk
Carly Matthews Piccarello
Jennifer Sandoval
Sarah young
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eXHiBition & PuBLiC art

Video installations on the ephemeral landscape and urban energy activate the façade of CityLab.

Above: CityLab students Carly Matthews Picarrello & Sarah Young 
work on the model and short videos. Right: Solids and Voids: Spaces 
of the Heart, 2013, video installation on the façade of CityLab Right: Susan Frye, Alf Simon, Katya Crawford
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CentraL new meXiCo Community CoLLege

Special project funders:

Cnm art dePartment
The CnM art Department offers a rich variety of courses which 
are designed to acquaint students with the range of visual arts, 
elements of drawing and design, the history of art, as well as 
the important role which art and architecture play in society. 

CnM art Professor Larry bob Phillips’ primary medium has 
been drawing for more than ten years, and he maintains a stu-
dio practice that encompasses a wide array of materials and 
styles. He holds an MFa from The university of new Mexico. 
He helped start and run the Donkey gallery in albuquerque, 
and has attended a one-year residency at the roswell artist-in-
residence program. In 2011 Phillips created a seven-week, site-
specific drawing at recess gallery in new york, and in 2013 he 
created a site-specific project in the lobby of The albuquerque 
Museum of art & History.

www.cnm.edu

LEaD arTIST: 

Larry bob Phillips

aPPrEnTICES:  

Signs of Life:

Kimberly Crawford
Patricia Del rio Jaen
Karina guzzi
rylea Karcher
Larry John Leija
Jacob Perea
bridgett Taylor 

Signs of the Times
Led by albuquerque artist Larry bob Phillips, Signs of Life is a collaborative group of 
artists from CnM that harnesses the vernacular of traditional sign painting to investigate 
meanings and spaces within the urban sphere. Sign painting has experienced a major 
resurgence in the last decade and its aesthetics and techniques are being taught to an 
increasingly receptive audience of young people looking to reconnect with the lost art 
form while creating unique, alternative and sustainable solutions to mass-produced 
marketing and design. as a means of paying homage to the skilled artists and wordsmiths 
who helped develop signage for area businesses throughout the last half century, Signs 
of Life has created a mural that explores the identity of Downtown albuquerque, using 
historical narratives and contemporary culture to resonate with a refreshingly poetic 
optimism. The themes and content about Downtown albuquerque are informed 
by the group’s research in contemporary culture as well as historic and prehistoric 
albuquerque for iconography that tells the complex and layered story of who we are. 
 
Check out the long-term mural, Signs of the Times, on the Century Downtown 
Theater across from the alvarado Transportation Center, and visit the Heart of the 
City exhibition at 516 arTS to view the related gallery installation, which focuses on 
historic and pre-historic place names in new Mexico.

MuraL LOCaTIOn:

East-facing wall of the Century 
Downtown Theater building on 
1st St. between Central & gold

14
Left & above: Signs of the Times mural, photos by Teresa Buscemi. 

eXHiBition & PuBLiC art

A new mural and gallery installation examine the legacy of neon and painted signs in Albuquerque.
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Justwrite
Upon Release
Lead artists Carlos Contreras and Diahndra grill host an interactive multimedia 
installation in which the public can listen, watch and respond to work from inmate 
authors and visual artists from the albuquerque Metropolitan Detention Center. This 
installation examines the sociopolitical, environmental, cultural and personal contexts 
in which we find ourselves in and in between, transitioning from incarceration to a “life 
on the outs.” For this project, participants confront the reality of what life is like when 
transitioning between worlds of freedom and isolation both internally and externally  
when inmates are released in Downtown albuquerque. Their work questions identity 
and place, created through written and spoken word and represented in video and 
audio formats within the gallery installation and 516 WOrDS event, where audiences 
are also invited to contribute to the dialogue. This project aims to shed light on the 
community built through expressive and creative art forms, and portrays inmates’ 
tangible journey from incarceration on albuquerque’s West Side to freedom upon 
their release Downtown.

Justwrite
JustWrite is a nonprofit organization that focuses on under-
served communities in the education sector and those who 
are incarcerated. Their work empowers, heals, enlightens 
and engages the minds and hearts of multiple populations 
simultaneously through a self-reflective process using the tools 
of creative expression. 

Co-creator of JustWrite, Diahndra grill is a multimedia 
visual artist, writer and educator. She uses the arts as tools 
to encourage a unique voice in the telling of one’s story, to 
revitalize and build community and to work collectively 
toward individual empowerment and healing. Diahndra is the 
Program Manager of Interdisciplinary Film & Digital Media at 
unM. Carlos Contreras, co-creator of JustWrite, is a two-time 
national champion performance poet and local educator. He 
plays host to the award-winning national Hispanic Cultural 
Center’s voces program, a writing institute for youth. Contreras 
has used spoken word as a tool for growth, advancement 
and survival. He is currently an adjunct professor in unM’s 
Chicano(a) Studies Department.

www.nowrongjustwrite.org

516 WordS Poetry event:

Saturday, April 26, 7pm

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW 
(See p. 33)

Photos by Diahndra Grill. Photo of lead artists by Daniel Maestas (detail).

LEaD arTISTS: 

Diahndra grill
& Carlos Contreras

aPPrEnTICES:  

Inmate authors & artists

16

eXHiBition & PerformanCe

Inmates contemplate the future after their release in Downtown Albuquerque.

16
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unm internationaL CoLLaBorative art Program
Constellations of the City
by exploring abandoned spaces Downtown, and using the spaces as inspiration for 
small scale localized radio broadcasts imagining alternate uses for the locations, Lee 
Montgomery and his students then create drawings by connecting the dots between 
these locations geographically in various sequences. These drawings are used not 
only to guide gallery visitors to each radio broadcast/abandoned space, but they are 
also used as source material for long exposure photographs of a consumer grade 
drone quadcopter. using cameras set to extremely long exposures the full motion of 
a remotely piloted drone outfitted with LED lights is recorded. The resulting shapes 
represent the maps with varying degrees of accuracy. This imprecision can reflect the 
imprecise nature of any hopes and  predictions for the future while also reflecting on 
notions of our understanding of astronomical data from radio antennas.

visitors to the exhibition at 516 arTS can pick up a map of all of the various sites which 
they then can explore in any order they choose with a portable FM radio. Performances 
of light paintings as well as performative drone flying events using the map drawings 
may occur during the show’s run.

Montgomery says, “In the interest of engaging with historical notions of the idea of 
Downtown as a hub, an abandoned past hub like the abandoned locomotive factory 
on 2nd Street can serve as an expansive studio and backdrop for these forms as well as 
a hub for the multiple radio broadcast sites. Maps of the locations and images from 
the drone shoot provide an aesthetic interface for multiple acts of non-destructive, 
impermanent graffiti writing, using light and radio waves with an enduring underlying 
exploration of ideas of public space and urban development.

unm internationaL CoLLaBorative art Program
For the 2013 academic year, the unM International Collaborative 
art Program worked with faculty and students at university of 
California at San Diego (uCSD) and international artist Denis 
Kolokol of Poland. Leveraging unM’s location near the very 
Large array (vLa) astronomical radio antenna, unM students 
collaborated with uCSD faculty and students on art projects in 
both San Diego and at sites in new Mexico, including the vLa. 
The original drone light paintings were one of many styles of 
image developed during this project, and were originally based 
on maps of the cosmos generated by the vLa. For Heart of the 
City, these same students generated images based on far more 
localized data, specifically the relative geographical locations of 
various desolate buildings in albuquerque where they and others 
have produced looping radio art broadcasts inspired by their 
locations. The drone constellations they photograph can be said 
to be generated by locating concentrations of electromagnetic 
radiation, in a metaphorically similar way to radio astronomy.

Lee Montgomery is an assistant Professor of Electronic art at 
unM where he directs the International Collaborative arts 
Program he established in 2011. He is also a research Fellow 
at the Social Practice art research Center at the university of 
California at Santa Cruz.

LEaD arTIST: 

Lee Montgomery

aPPrEnTICES:  

Sheldon bess 
Kevin bott 
ryan Davis

Special project funders:

Above & right: Lee Montgomery, ICAP & Denis Kolokol, 
Drone Light Painting of VLA Data: Test 1 & 2, 2013
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Light drawings created with drone technology are generated in desolate urban buildings.
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unm advanCed sCuLPture
Cycles of Expression
516 arTS features a series of sculptures built by students in a curriculum led by randall 
Wilson titled Cycles of Expression. Their project consists of a series of constructions 
relating to a futuristic, onieric bicycle, one that embraces dreaming and possibility. 
The design challenge was to create a cycle for a fictional character or condition, 
incorporating bicycle elements and qualities in which creativity as a positive force 
portrays a bright future for albuquerque. Cycles of Expression foregrounds the 
bicycle’s growing popularity as not only recreational activity, but also a practical 
answer for inexpensive, zero-emissions alternative transportation in a city considering 
more sustainable solutions in light of inevitable urban expansion. Through welded and 
bent steel, the works embody not only the creative challenge in skill and design for the 
students, but the expression of a world bright with potential. Through the unifying 
experience of the cycle, each artist has created a sculpture that represents their own 
vision of albuquerque’s future.

unm advanCed sCuLPture
The unM advanced Sculpture class allows students to pursue 
their own individual concepts and techniques. It emphasizes 
independent projects and personal artistic development.

randall Wilson is a new Professor of Sculpture in the unM Col-
lege of Fine arts. He is included in the top thirty most admired 
educators in the united States for the 2013 publication Design 
Intelligence and has been awarded Los angeles aIa Educa-
tor of the year, among other awards. The work produced in 
courses authored by Wilson have been featured on Around the 
World on Cnn. Wilson’s work has been exhibited in Los ange-
les, and is now represented in asia and Europe.

LEaD arTIST: 

randall Wilson

aPPrEnTICES: 

Sahara butler
Katelyn Deluca
gabrielle England
bradford Thomas Erickson 
Hernan gomez Chavez
Michael Lahargoue
gerald Madrid
Daniel McCarthy-Clifford
alan Morgan
Zoe Patterson
aaron Tinnin
Leif Wellumson

Left: Zoe Patterson, Bicycle Plow, 2013, steel, bicycle parts, urethane plastic, 91 x 27 x 56 inches. Right: Bradford Thomas Erickson, The Punisher, 
2013. Steel, bicycle parts, skateboard, leather, 30 x 8 x 36 inches; Gerald Madrid,Untitled, 2013, steel, leather, 96 x 36 inches; Sahara Butler, Phoenix, 
2013, steel, 96 x 96 inches; Michael Lahargoue, Untitled, 2013, steel, bicycle parts, rabbit fur, leather copper, 84 x 48 inches; Randall Wilson, Tres 
Brazos, 2013, steel, bicycle parts, 32 x 96 x 44 inches; Gabrielle England, El Niño, 2013, steel rod, urethane plastic, bicycle parts, 72 x 4 x 72 inches.

20

eXHiBition 

Sculptures inspired by bicycles highlight alternative transportation in urban expansion.
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veCinos artist CoLLeCtive

A Brief Case for Making: Flores Vecinos
Creating a piece in response to Heart of the City led vecinos artists to contemplate the 
people and places that make up albuquerque’s urban center, and to explore how art 
can function within the city’s framework. vecinos wants an understanding of the pulse 
of Downtown to grow from interaction. an artwork can be as simple as taking a stroll 
and encountering the personalities and places that create the pace, and how these 
encounters in the moments themselves leave an impression with the passing. Similarly, 
vecinos uses the simple beauty and creativity of paper flowers in much of their work, 
finding the making of paper flowers to be a wonderful and approachable vehicle to-
ward both community gathering through the activity, but also an end result in a col-
lection of beautiful handmade objects. vecinos makes paper flowers with people at 
laundromats, community centers, offices, cafes, bars, parks, in the street, in city build-
ings and wherever else they wander. The flowers made over the months leading up to 
the Heart of the City exhibition will be installed Downtown as a gift from the people 
who inhabit Downtown. The community will be invited to make more flowers during 
the exhibition in the spirit of vecinos’ investment in the creative well-being of the city. 
visit 516 arTS and other gathering places for flower making activities.

Follow the project at www.floresvecinos.com

“I still think the revolution is to make the world safe for poetry, 

meandering, for the frail and vulnerable, the rare and obscure, 

the impractical and local and small.” 

— Rebecca Solnit

Flower making activities:

First Fridays, March 7  
& April 4, 5-8pm 
(See p. 30)

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW

Left & Above: Participants making flowers for “Keeping Families Together” 
Day of the Dead Parade collaboration between Vecinos, Working Classroom, 
Centro Sávila, El Centro de Igualdad y Derechos. Right: Vecinos Artists at 
Burial Grounds in Los Lunas for 2013 High Desert Test Sites.

veCinos artist CoLLeCtive
vecinos is a collaborative of new Mexican artists who value 
educational and community driven practice. Their mission is 
to complement and enhance the activities of organizations in 
albuquerque and beyond through participatory artistic collab-
orations. They believe that investment in the collective well-
being of neighborhoods and cities creates a better world. 

www.vecinosartistcollective.com

COLLabOraTOrS: 

Jorge de la Torre 
Ian Kerstetter
Michael Lorenzo López
Paul Lopez
Whitney Mcfall
alex uballez
gabrielle uballez
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Flower making brings community together in unexpected places.
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wareHouse 508

wareHouse 508
Warehouse 508 is albuquerque’s biggest youth art and enter-
tainment center. They offer a safe, structured and supervised 
facility to young adults and youth. Warehouse 508 provides a 
variety of programming and events that are youth driven. 

aaron noble is nationally and internationally respected, known 
for both his mural projects and his fine art, which is a synthesis 
of three distinct practices: comics, collage, and muralism. In 
addition to his large-scale achievements across the world, 
noble is the co-founder of the Clarion alley Mural Project 
(CaMP) formed in 1992 to create and facilitate opportunities 
for artists in San Francisco. 

www.warehouse508.org

LEaD arTIST:  

aaron noble

aPPrEnTICES: 

noah de St. Croix  
Faustino villa

Kimmy Crawford
Lillian Deiterman
Ernest Encinias
Miguel Figueroa
Samantha griego
anthony Lugones
John reid
bianca Sanchez

Quantum Bridge
Warehouse 508 and 516 arTS, in partnership with The City of albuquerque Public 
art urban Enhancement Program, present the new gateway to Downtown Mural, 
Quantum Bridge, created by lead artist aaron noble and Warehouse 508 apprentices 
for Heart of the City. 516 arTS featured noble in the 2011 exhibition Superheroes: 
Icons of Good, Evil & Everything in Between, and it is an honor for albuquerque 
to have him back to create this lasting piece with and for our community. noble’s 
status as one of the western region’s leading mural painters provides a contemporary 
perspective to the city’s artistic landscape. The new mural is the artist’s largest and most 
ambitious endeavors to date. noble says, “Quantum Bridge embodies my response to 
the interests and challenges of the young artists of the Warehouse 508 mural program, 
and is a semi-abstract time travel epic with aesthetic roots in comics, graffiti and 
hip-hop.” The recently completed 180-foot mural on Warehouse 508 is visible from 
the bridge into Downtown on Martin Luther King blvd. and from the trains passing 
through Downtown. 

4th Chamber
In conjunction with Heart of the City and the impressive Quantum Bridge mural on 
Warehouse 508 (completed December 2013), aaron noble is also participating in a 
one-week residency at 516 arTS in partnership with the visual artists network (van) 
January 27—February 1. noble’s residency project, titled 4th Chamber, will result in an 
indoor, portable mural to be displayed in the entrance of the exhibition at 516 arTS. 
Like Quantum Bridge, it is also being created with assistance from Warehouse 508 
participants. During the residency, the artist has opened up his creative process for 
school groups  and members of the public to step inside the working “studio” for an 
up-close experience. The public is also invited to a talk and presentation of his work 
and experiences making art across communities (see p. 28). 4th Chamber will become 
part of The City of albuquerque Public art Program’s permanent collection, and is 
supported in part by both the City of albuquerque Public art urban Enhancement 
Program and nPn/visual artists network.

additional project support:Lead project funder:

MuraL LOCaTIOn:

South and East facing walls of 
Warehouse 508 on 1st St. nW 
between roma & Marquette

24

Left: Aaron Noble, Quantum Bridge (detail). Above: Warehouse 508 apprentices 
John Reid & Ernest Encinias, photo by Rhiannon Mercer. Right: Aaron Noble with 
apprentices Faustino Villa & Samantha Griego. Mural images © Aaron Noble, 
Artist & The City of Albuquerque, 2013.

Visiting artist talk: 
aaron noble

Tuesday, January 28, 6pm 
(See p. 28)

at CNM 
Smith-Brasher Hall, Room 100 
717 University Blvd. SE 

eXHiBition & PuBLiC art

Apprentices help create one of the largest and most dynamic murals in Albuquerque.
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worKing CLassroom
Working Classroom is a multi-ethnic, inter-generational com-
munity of student and professional artists, writers, actors and 
directors with a conscious commitment to supporting new and 
diverse voices and visions in the arts. The underrepresentation 
and caricature of historically ignored communities hampers 
our understanding of who we are as a nation, how we inter-
pret our past and contemplate our future. Working Classroom 
contributes to a more nuanced understanding of american 
identity. 

a conceptual and multimedia artist known for her writing, 
photography, painting, installation and public art, Celia 
alvarez Muñoz has been invited to exhibit and to create 
site-specific works for more than fifty major u.S. museums 
and was included in the 1991 Whitney biennial. In her work, 
alvarez Muñoz draws on family and communal memories to 
explore her own experiences growing up Catholic and Mexican 
american on the Texas–Mexico border, as well as larger issues 
concerning the spaces between languages and cultures and 
the histories that connect place to community.

worKing CLassroom
LEaD arTIST:  

Celia alvarez Muñoz

aPPrEnTICES:

Carlos gabaldon
Shannon Jones
Pauline Martinez 
Lizbeth Miscles
angel Pavia
Izaiah ramos
Marco rivera

Special project funders:

Above: 4th Street in Barelas, Downtown Albuquerque, photo by Michael Lorenzo López. Right: Celia Alvarez Muñoz, Postales/Postcards (detail), 
photo by Teresa Buscemi. Below right: Photo by Anna Muñoz Photography

Rutas: Routing Roots
young artists at Working Classroom collaborated with nationally-renowned artist 
Celia alvarez Muñoz to conceptualize, research and create an art installation that 
reflects upon the identity of the historic, working class neighborhood of barelas. 
Students sourced imagery and ideas from city planning and development, city maps, 
demographic shifts and effecting results, and gave the student artists an investment in 
the political fabric of their city. 

4th Street, the main artery that connects Downtown to the barelas commercial corridor, 
was originally developed around the route 66/Camino real trade passage. 
With the construction of Civic Plaza, which diverted street traffic from the neighborhood, 
and the closing of the rail yards in the 1970s, economic development and trade largely 
evaporated for the neighborhood and it was designated as a “pocket of poverty” 
district. although long-time residents have been resilient, the community is now faced 
with opportunities for much needed re-investment. One of the questions that this 
project asks is: How does the Latino and Hispanic identity of the neighborhood fit 
into the vision for re-vitalization? alvarez Muñoz says, “This project is broadening 
the students’ notion of what constitutes a city, distinct neighborhoods and the role 
that citizenry can play in that process. The transformation of information into an art 
form has exposed them to the poetics of interpretation through the use of language, 
signage and metaphor.” alvarez Muñoz’s own work from her Postales/Postcards series 
is featured in the exhibition as context for her project with Working Classroom. It is 
about language, identity, place and cultures coming together in a series of street signs. 

26

eXHiBition 

Language and cultures come together in the Barelas Neighborhood and the artery of 4th Street into Downtown.
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PUBLiC FORUM: 

Growing the Creative Core
Thursday, February 13, 7pm
516 arTS presents a public forum for Heart of the City that 
brings together a mix of albuquerque artists, planners, 
community organizers, educators and arts developers to 
examine the role of the arts in the future of our city’s urban 
core. Each participant will present a short talk about their 
vision, with 5 slides in 5 minutes, followed by an open Q&a 
with the public. Featured panelists: 

April Freeman, Moderator
Warehouse 508

Hakim Bellamy
Poet, teacher, youth organizer

Katya Crawford
CityLab, unM School of architecture + Planning

Sheri Crider
new arts facility Downtown & SCa Contemporary art 

David Cudney
Factory on 5th, 5g gallery, Wells Park rail Corridor Murals

Petra Morris
City Planning Department, Liaison for railyards

Wade Patterson
Saw Mill Community Land Trust

Rick Rennie
Historic District Improvement Company

Gabrielle Uballez
Working Classroom & vecinos artist Collective

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW, 242-1445, www.516arts.org

ARTiST RESidENCy EvENTS: 

Aaron Noble: Visiting Artist
516 arTS, CnM, Warehouse 508 and The City of albuquerque 
Public art Program welcome aaron noble to our community 
to share his unique vision in a monumental, new mural on 
Warehouse 508 and in the gallery exhibition at 516 arTS 
which will become part of The City of albuquerque Public 
art Program’s permanent collection. Opportunities to meet 
the artist in person and see his process at work at 516 arTS 
and his artist talk at CnM are available during the week he 
is in residence before the Heart of the City opening. These 
events are part of the visual artists network (van) Exhibition 
residency Project in partnership with 516 arTS.

Presentation & Artist Talk
Tuesday, January 28, 6pm 

Everyone is invited to this special pre-exhibition event with 
the artist, to be introduced by fellow muralist and CnM 
Professor of art Larry bob Phillips.

at Central New Mexico Community College 
Smith-Brasher Hall, Room 100, 717 University SE  
(near Coal & University)

At Work: Open Studio & Engagement
Wed & Thu, January 29 & 30, 2-4pm  
Educators, students, artists and community members are 
invited to visit 516 arTS for a closer look and inquiry into 
aaron noble’s sophisticated process of combining comics, 
collage and muralism. reservations required. For reservations 
and more information for groups or individuals, contact 
Claude Smith at 242-1445, claude@516arts.org.

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW, 242-1445, www.516arts.org

FAMiLy dAy: 

Take-away Portraits 
with Axle Contemporary
Saturday, February 8, 2-5pm
The whole family is invited to visit 516 arTS to have individual 
portraits taken by artists Jerry Wellman and Matthew Chase-
Daniel of axle Contemporary. bring an object of special 
significance to you. Each participant will receive a copy of 
their printed portrait to take home.

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW, 242-1445, www.516arts.org

RECEPTiONS: 

Heart of the City Opening Reception
Public Reception: 
Saturday, February 1, 6-8pm
Members Preview Reception: 5-6pm

Join in the opening celebration for the Heart of the City 
exhibition and and kick-off the season-long events! In 
advance of the main Opening reception for the general 
public from 6-8pm, members of 516 arTS are invited to a 
private Preview reception with the lead and apprentice 
artists from 5-6pm (to join 516 arTS, see page 39). Doors 
open to everyone at 6pm, and festivities include music with 
beatboxer extraordinaire Zack Freeman, free haircuts in 
the gallery with aCE barbershop and gabriel Jaureguiberry 
spinning records. Edible delicacies generously provided by 
gold Street Caffé and beer on tap available from Tractor 
brewing. 

For haircut appointments at the opening,  
contact claude@516arts.org

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW, 242-1445, www.516arts.org
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Above left: Portraits from E Pluribus Unum: Santa Fe, 2012,  
by Axle Contemporary. Above right: Gabrielle Uballez, Hakim 
Bellamy, Petra Morris, Rick Rennie

Free unless otherwise notedPuBLiC Programs
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POETRy: 

516 WORDS: 505 Heart Murmur
Thursday, March 27, 7pm
516 arTS welcomes youth poets from Warehouse 508 and 
To the Last Word for the 516 WOrDS series in the gallery. 
Surrounded by the Heart of the City exhibition, young poets 
will perform their work. Hosted by Mercedez Holtry and 
Emily bjustrom, this event features members of the 2012 
and 2013 abQ unIDOS slam team, currently ranked fourth 
in the world, as well as members of the Lobo Slam Team and 
unM’s representative poetry slam team, and more. 505 Heart 
Murmur will showcase poetry written about albuquerque, 
and albuquerque’s heart, Downtown. Poets will focus their 
work on the diseases that plague Downtown, and the healing 
that is necessary to promote a healthy city. The evening will 
also feature a small open mic, where albuquerque residents 
can speak their words and express their concerns over the 
growing problems afflicting albuquerque today. 

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW, 242-1445, www.516arts.org

PERFORMANCE: 

The Art of Being a Spectator
Sunday, March 23, 2pm
Tricklock Company and 516 arTS are pleased to co-present 
The Art of Being a Spectator, a new play by Loren Kahn 
Puppet & Object Theatre starring Isabelle Kessler, one of 
the founders of the Object Theatre movement in France. 
Kessler says, “Is to be, not a viewer, not an observer, not 
a witness, but a spectator, a way to be in contact with the 
multitude jailed within ourselves? are we emotionally and 
mentally obese from too many snacks, offered to us in 
the form of entertainment or advertisements? Is being a 
spectator a tool for dealing with our emotions, one of the 
most important tasks in life? To feel is in question.“ The 
performance includes art by Corinne Forget, Susan Wing, 
Francesca Sorgato, Suzanne Sbarge, Carol Hoy, Loren Kahn, 
rein Jansma, Philippe Lefebvre, Jacques Templeraud, Tom 
Dixon, ran Ortner, gaspard Le Dem, as well as a kimono and 
a calendar. 40 minutes + conversation.

at Tricklock Performance Laboratory
110 Gold Ave. SW, 254-8393, www.tricklock.com 
Tickets: $10 available in advance or at the door 
from Tricklock Company

www.womenandcreativity.org
women & Creativity montHSCREENiNG: 

Sign Painters
Saturday & Sunday, March 15 & 16, 1pm
516 arTS and The guild Cinema are teaming up to present two 
special screenings of  Sign Painters, directed by Faythe Levine 
and Sam Macon. There was a time, as recently as the 1980s, 
when storefronts, murals, banners, barn signs, billboards 
and even street signs were all hand-lettered with brush and 
paint. but, like many skilled trades, the sign industry has 
been overrun by the techno-fueled promise of quicker and 
cheaper. The resulting proliferation of computer-designed, 
die-cut vinyl lettering and inkjet printers has ushered a 
creeping sameness into our landscape. Fortunately, there is 
a growing trend to seek out traditional sign painters and a 
renaissance in the trade.

Special thanks to new Mexico architectural Foundation.

at The Guild Cinema
3405 Central Ave. NE, 255-1848, www.guildcinema.com
Tickets: All seats $5 at the door

“Through the individual stories, a larger 

narrative surfaces about this art form and its 

fate over time... It is a cautionary tale about the 

head-long rush into a technology-driven time 

and a meditation on what’s lost along the way. 

It is a reminder to look around and recognize 

the physical history in our presence every day.”

—Mary Louise Schumacher, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

PRESENTATiON: 

Heart of the City PechaKucha
Thursday, February 27, 7pm
CityLab and unM School of architecture + Planning present 
a special PechaKucha night for Heart of the City. a Pecha- 
Kucha is a simple, engaging presentation format where pre-
senters show 20 images, each for 20 seconds. The presenters 
for this event are students from the architecture, Landscape 
architecture and Community and regional Planning pro-
grams. The students will share their architectural and open-
space visions for the future of albuquerque.

at CityLab 
505 Central Ave. NW, 277-4120 
http://saap.unm.edu/centers-institutes/dpac/city-lab

OPEN HOUSE ACTiviTiES: 

First Friday Free Haircuts  
& Flower Making
Fridays, March 7 & April 4, 5-8pm
516 arTS welcomes everyone to First Friday open house 
events this spring. Come visit the Heart of the City exhibi-
tion, get a free haircut with gabriel Jaureguiberry from 
aCE barbershop and participate in hands-on flower making 
with vecinos artist Collective. These events are part of the 
First Friday artscrawls organized by the albuquerque art 
business association.

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW, 242-1445, www.516arts.org

For haircut appointments, contact claude@516arts.org

30

“Sometimes doing something poetic can become 

political, and sometimes doing something 

political can become poetic.” 

—Francis Alÿs

Above left: Isabelle Kessler, photo by Teresa Buscemi
Above right: Poet Mercedes Holtry from Warehouse 508

Free unless otherwise notedPuBLiC Programs
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POETRy: 

516 WORDS: Upon Release
Saturday, April 26, 7pm
516 arTS presents a poetry event in the gallery with 
JustWrite, a nonprofit organization geared in the direction 
of encouraging individuals from all walks of life, socio- 
economic situations, ethnicities and backgrounds to do 
simply that, “just write.” It is the belief of lead facilitators 
Carlos Contreras and Diahndra grill that common ground can 
be found among all people through the written and spoken 
word. JustWrite works in both juvenile and adult correctional 
facilities, and on high school and college campuses. Conteras 
and grill will read their own work, while sharing the stage 
with their writers, both in physical and virtual forms.

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW, 242-1445, www.516arts.org

MURAL: 

Larry Bob Phillips: Brainbow Alley
PROCESS:  May 2—23
516 arTS announces the new mural titled Brainbow Alley by 
Larry bob Phillips to be painted on the back of our building 
in the alley at 516 Central avenue SW. The public is invited to 
watch Phillips create this ambitious solo work of public art. 
Phillips says, “The eventual ‘seeing-past’ the surface equals 
the access of alternate modes of thought, like memory 
and imagination. This experience is what we want in our 
art, education and daily experience—for the superficial to 
dissolve into a majestic vision.“

The black and white image was designed using a combination 
of digital and manual techniques, laid out using drafting 
tools and painted over three weeks in May. Stay tuned for 
the mural unveiling and artist talk in June. 

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW, 242-1445, www.516arts.org

KEyNOTE PRESENTATiON: 

Rick Lowe: Project Row Houses
Saturday, April 19, 7:30pm
516 arTS and Outpost Performance Space are honored to 
present special guest keynote speaker, rick Lowe, Founder 
of Project row Houses in Houston, Texas, a neighborhood-
based nonprofit art and cultural organization. artist and 
community activist rick Lowe spearheaded the pursuit of 
the vision of a positive, creative presence in this community 
when he discovered the abandoned one and a half block 
site of twenty-two shotgun-style houses in Houston’s Third 
Ward. They became the perfect opportunity to pursue the 
creation of a new form of art. Lowe says, “We are commit-
ted to the vision of Project row Houses as the realization of 
the social role that art can play in neighborhood revitaliza-
tion, historic preservation, community service and activism 
and inter-generational education, especially for our youth.” 
Lowe has exhibited and worked with communities nation-
ally and internationally. recently, Lowe was appointed to 
the national Council on the arts by President barack Obama.

at the Outpost Performance Space 
210 yale Blvd. SE, 268-0044, www.outpostspace.org
Tickets: $5 available at Outpost in person, by phone or online

Project row Houses is founded on the principle that art—and the community it creates—can be the 

foundation for revitalizing depressed inner-city neighborhoods. This principle was is in part based on 

the philosophy of german artist Joseph beuys (1921-1986) who coined the phrase “social sculpture,” 

which transformed the idea of sculpture as an art form into a social activity.

www.womenandcreativity.org
women & Creativity montH

PRESENTATiON: 

Graffiti, Identity and Space: 
Culture Jamming Inside and Outside 
the Gallery
Saturday, March 29, 2pm
516 arTS presents a special lecture by Dr. Kymberly Pinder, 
Dean of unM College of Fine arts. She says, “Street art 
has always struggled with being subversive while still 
participating in contemporary art discourses. Painters, from 
studio artists to muralists, have also used graffiti aesthetics 
in their work. This talk explores how these relationships 
continue to shape what art is and can be on the street and 
in the gallery today.” 

Dean Pinder arrived in 2012 from the School of the art In-
stitute of Chicago, where for the past 16 years she served 
as professor of art history. before and during her teaching 
career she worked in the education and curatorial depart-
ments in museums and galleries. Dean Pinder graduated 
with a b.a. from Middlebury College and M.Phil, M.a. and 
Ph.D from yale university. She writes, lectures and teaches in 
the u.S. and abroad on representations of race and religion 
in american art.

at 516 ARTS 
516 Central Ave. SW, 242-1445, www.516arts.org

WORKSHOP: 

Introduction to Sign Painting
Saturday, April 12, 2:30-5pm
516 arTS and OFFCenter Community arts Project present 
Introduction to Sign Painting, a hands-on workshop led by 
local sign painter Curtis Mott. This class is designed to give 
participants insight into the history of sign painting and 
also serve as a starting point for individuals interested in 
learning some of the basic techniques of hand lettering and 
design layout. The workshop fee includes: lettering brush, 
4 oz. can of 1-Shot Lettering Enamel paint, drawing board 
and a typeface guide for practicing strokes. upon conclusion 
of the workshop, participants are encouraged to take their 
materials home for further enjoyment. Space is limited. Pre-
registration is required.

at OFFCenter Community Arts Project 
808 Park Ave. SW, 247-1172, www.offcenterarts.org
Fee: $35, Pre-register at 242-1445, or claude@516arts.org
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Right: Photo by Diahndra Grill (detail)

Above left: Rick Lowe, photo by Trevor Paulhus. Above right: Larry Bob Phillips, digital 
sketch for Brainbow Alley on the back of 516 ARTS

Free unless otherwise notedPuBLiC Programs



Heart of tHe City  www.516arts.org

direCtory of PartiCiPating arts organiZations
offCenter Community arts ProJeCt
808 Park ave. SW, 247-1172, www.offcenterarts.org
Tue—Thu 1-7pm, Fri. 1-5pm, Sat 10am-2pm, workshops by appt.
Building community through artmaking.  Home to a studio, gallery 
and sales shop, anyone in the community is welcome to come to 
OFFCenter to make and buy art.

outPost PerformanCe sPaCe
210 yale SE, 268-0044, www.outpostspace.org
Nonprofit performance space presenting a wide variety of music, art 
& education by local and international artists.

redLine
2350 arapahoe St., Denver, CO, 303-296-4448 
www.redlineart.org
Tue—Fri, 10am-5pm, Sat—Sun11am-5pm
A regional partner with 516 ARTS through the NPN/visual Artists 
Network, RedLine is a diverse urban laboratory where art, education 
and community converge.  

triCKLoCK ComPany
110 gold ave. SW, 254-8393, www.tricklock.com
Tricklock Company is an international theatre organization whose 
mission is to create, tour and produce theatrical performances as a 
permanent resident company committed to artistic risk, physicality, 
absurdism and poetic work.

unm CoLLege of fine arts
unM Main Campus albuquerque, 277-4817
www.finearts.unm.edu
A premiere art college comprised of the departments of Art & Art 
History, Music, Theater & dance and Cinematic Arts.

veCinos artist CoLLeCtive
www.vecinosartistcollective.com
A collaborative of New Mexican artists who value educational and 
community driven practice.

wareHouse 508
508 1st St. nW, 296-2738, www.warehouse508.org
Warehouse 508 is Albuquerque’s biggest youth art and entertainment 
center located in downtown Albuquerque. Warehouse 508 offers 
a safe, structured and supervised facility to young adults and youth 
while providing a variety of programming and events that are youth 
driven and youth focused.

women & Creativity
www.womenandcreativity.org
An annual, month-long series of events that celebrates women’s 
creativity and entrepreneurship across the disciplines. Coordinated by 
National Hispanic Cultural Center and Harwood Art Center.

worKing CLassroom
423 atlantic ave. SW, 242-9267, www.workingclassroom.org
Working Classroom is a multi-ethnic, intergenerational community 
of student & professional artists, writers, actors and directors with 
a conscious commitment to supporting new and diverse voices and 
visions in the arts.

516 arts
516 Central ave. SW, 242-1445, www.516arts.org
Tue—Sat 12-5pm
An independent, nonprofit arts and education organization operating 
a museum style gallery in the center of downtown Albuquerque, 
showcasing established, emerging, local, national and international 
artists from a variety of cultural backgrounds.

aCe BarBersHoP
109 4th St. SW, 242-7735, www.acebarbershop505.com
Tue—Fri 11am-6pm, Mon & Sat 11am-3pm
A barbershop that also features monthly art exhibits and live dJ music 
events.

amy BieHL HigH sCHooL
123 4th St. SW, 299-9409, www.amybiehlhighschool.org
A charter high school, located in the heart of downtown in a 100-
year old historic building, transforms young people from all walks 
of life into civic-minded college students while they are still in high 
school. 

CityLaB
505 Central ave. nW,  277-4120 
http://saap.unm.edu/centers-institutes/dpac/city-lab
A partnership between the The City of Albuquerque and UNM School 
of Architecture + Planning, CityLab is a creative and collaborative 
venue where students get to work with City officials and residents on 
issues around Albuquerque’s growth.

City of aLBuquerque PuBLiC art Program
One Civic Plaza nW # 7057, 768-3829
www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/public-art
The City’s 1% for Art of Program purchases and commissions works 
of art, and is administered under the direction of the Mayor of the 
City of Albuquerque.  

Cnm art dePartment 
525 buena vista Dr. SE, 224-3000
www.cnm.edu/programs-of-study/all-programs-a-z/art
Offering a variety of courses designed to acquaint students with the 
range of visual arts, elements of drawing and design, the history of 
art and the important role which art and architecture play in society.

tHe guiLd Cinema
3405 Central ave. nE, 255-1848, www.guildcinema.com
Eclectic cinema 7 days a week.

Justwrite
www.nowrongjustwrite.org
Thu—Fri 12-5pm & by appt.
Focusing on underserved communities in the education sector and 
those who are incarcerated, JustWrite empowers, heals, enlightens 
and engages the minds and hearts of multiple populations.
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516 arTS thanks  
 The City of albuquerque  

Public art urban
 Enhancement Program

for their wonderful partnership 
and support over the years

www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/public-art

Spring 2014 Season Highlights
Two shows | 7pm & 9pm

210 Yale SE    505.268.0044    www.outpostspace.org

APR
4F

R
ID

A
Y

Matt Wilson

Donny McCaslin

Alan Pasqua Trio w. Earl Sauls 
& John Trentacosta

Rene Marie

Joshua Redman

Bobby Shew Quartet w. John Proulx

Heart of the City: Rick Lowe

The Bad Plus

Jesus Muñoz Flamenco

Regina Carter
The Tribute Trio w. Sam Lunt
Joe Banks & the Brothers Divine

2nd Annual Outpost Gala Fundraiser at the 
Albuquerque Museum w. Maceo Parker

9th Annual New Mexico Jazz Festival. 
July 11-27, 2014 w. Omar Sosa, NEA 
Jazz Master Jack DeJohnette & more

Plus Jazz Classes for Youth & Adults

Visual Arts Exhibits

AND MORE!
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WE

ART

WE

BRANDING 

WEB DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATE IDENTITY 

GRAPHIC DESIGN

INTERIOR BRANDING

❤

S T U D i O H i L L D E S i G N . C O M     
5 0 5 . 2 4 2 . 8 3 0 0

Please Join us for Brunch 
Saturday & Sundays  
starting at 7:30am

218 Gold Ave. SW, Downtown Albuquerque
www.goldstreetcaffe.com  •  505-765-1633

Open Mon—Sun, 7:30am-3:00pm

Proud supporter of 516 ARTS and  
the Arts in Downtown Albuquerque

www.bankofalbuquerque.com

Downtown at 201 3rD St. nw

tART: temporary art in 
downtown public places 
is looking for artists of all 
mediums to bring unique,  
site specific, & temporal 
installations to underuti-
lized and unexpected 
areas in downtown Albu-
querque.  Compensation 
is available, and appli-
cations are rolling. Visit 
downtownacd.org/tart to 
learn more & apply. We 
welcome your submission. 

Ratings, reviews, and movie times.

Ratings, reviews, and concert
times.

Restaurant & brewery reviews,
nibbles and a dining menu.

Current exhibits, upcoming shows
and reviews.

DINING

MUSIC

MOVIES

THE ARTS

VENUE
your arts and entertainment guide

fridays iN THE

Love of the arts is a lifestyle. 

 Entertainment&ABQ Arts

Reach the people who live it.
505.400.7601 abqarts.com



FUNDeRS

Bernalillo County
The City of Albuquerque
    Cultural Services department
    Public Art & Urban Enhancement Program
    1% for Art
The FUNd  
   of Albuquerque Community Foundation
NPN/visual Artists Network
New Mexico Arts 
   A division of the Office of Cultural Affairs

BUSiNeSS SUPPORTeRS

abqARTS 
ArtBar by Catalyst Club
Bank of Albuquerque
Bella Roma B&B
Billy Brown, Cuisine del Corazón
Garcia Auromotive Group Endowment Fund
Gold Street Caffé
Local iQ
o2 CPA Consulting Group
Pyragraph
Stubblefield Screenprint Company 
Studio Hill design, Heart of the City logo 
Territorial Scaffold 
Weekly Alibi

DONOR & PATRON LeveL MeMBeRS

Juan Abeyta
Joe Alcock
Holly Barnet-Sanchez & david Foster
Perry & Beverly Bendicksen
doug Chinn
Lisa Freeman
Gary Goodman
Norty & Summers Kalishman
Robert Hower
debra Hughes
Jenny McMath
New Mexico Orthopaedics
Rick Rennie & Sandy Hill
Nancy Salem
Arturo Sandoval
    in memory of Anna Kavanaugh Sandoval
Paula Smith-Hawkins
dr. Mark Unverzagt & Laura Fashing
Chris vaughn
david vogel & Marietta Patricia Leis
Clint Wells

CiTy OF ALBUqUeRqUe

Richard J. Berry, Mayor
Rob Perry, Chief Operating Officer

City Council:

Ken Sanchez, President, district 1
Trudy E. Jones, district 8, vice President
Klarissa J. Peña 
isaac Benton, district 2
Brad Winter, district 4
dan Lewis, district 5
Rey Garduño, district 6
diane G. Gibson
don Harris, district 9

Cultural Services department
    Beatriz Rivera, director

BeRNALiLLO COUNT

Board of Commissioners:

Maggie Hart-Stebbins, Chair, district 3
debbie O’Malley, vice-Chair, district 1
Art de La Cruz, district 2
Lonnie C. Talbert, district 4
Wayne A. Johnson, district 5

Tom Zdunek, County Manager
vincent C. Murphy, deputy County 
Manger

SPeCiAL THANKS 

Albuquerque Art Business Association
ABQ Convention & visitors Bureau
downtown Action Team
Historic district improvement Company
KUNM Radio 89.9 FM
New Mexico Architectural Foundation

MeDiA PARTNeRS:

Cuisine del 
Corazón

STAFF & CONSULTANTS

Suzanne Sbarge, Executive director 
Rhiannon Mercer, Associate director
Teresa Buscemi, Program Coordinator
Claude Smith, Education & Exhibitions Manager
Jane Kennedy, development Associate
Janice Fowler, Bookkeeper
Kathy Garrett, Numbercrunchers, Accountant
Melody Mock, Website designer
Adam Rubinstein, Graphic design support
Jamie Ho & Alima Lopez, interns

BOARD OF DiReCTORS

Arturo Sandoval, Chair
Suzanne Sbarge, President
Clint Wells, vice President
Juan Abeyta, Treasurer
Nancy Salem, Secretary
Jenny McMath
dr. Kymberly Pinder
Paula Smith-Hawkins
Lisa Tamiris Becker

ADviSORy BOARD

Hakim Bellamy
Michael Berman
Sherri Brueggemann
Chris Burmeister
david Campbell
Andrew Connors
debi dodge
Lisa Gill
idris Goodwin
Tom Guralnick
Jane Kennedy
Arif Khan 
danny Lopez 
Christopher Mead
Elsa Menéndez
Henry Rael
Mary Anne Redding
Rick Rennie
Augustine Romero
Rob Strell
dr. Marta Weber
Will K. Wilkins

516 arts tHanK you!
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 Student/Senior $25

 individual $50

 Family  $100
 Supporter $250

 Contributor $500

 donor  $1,000

 Patron  $2,500

 Benefactor $5,000

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone          Email

Additional tax-deductible contribution: $

Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.

Please charge my credit card for: $

Card #

visa

Check, payable to 516 ARTS, enclosed for: $

Mastercard discover

Exp. date (mm/yy)

Card billing address if different than above 

Signature 

PROGRAM PARTNeRS:

DOWNTOWN
Architecture
The Arts
Walking Tours
Historic Buildings

Learn more:
downtownacd.org

1211 Roma Avenue NW, Albuquerque  •  505-400-4543              

Proud supporters 
of the Arts in 
Albuquerque!

www.bellaroma.com

Bella Roma B&B
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ExHIbITIOn: 
February 1—May 3, 2014

calendar oF ProgramS

Heart of tHe City
an arts collaboration exploring the urban environment

JanuarY

January 6-12   Portrait taking residency with axle Contemporary  
    at multiple locations (See p. 8)

Tuesday, January 28, 6pm artist Talk with aaron noble at CnM

Wed & Thu, Jan 29 & 30, 2-4pm Open Studio with aaron noble at 516

FebruarY

Saturday, Feb 1, 5-6pm  Members Preview reception at 516              
           6-8pm  Public Opening reception at 516 

Saturday, February 8, 2-5pm Family Day: Take-away Portraits with axle at 516

Thursday, February 13, 7pm Public Forum: Growing the Creative Core at 516

Thursday, Feb. 27, 7pm  PechaKucha at CityLab     

march

Friday, March 7, 5-8pm  First Friday Free Haircuts & Flower Making at 516

Sat & Sun, March 15 & 16, 1pm Sign Painters screening at The guild Cinema

Sunday, March 23, 2pm  The Art of Being a Spectator with Loren Kahn    
    Puppet & Object Theatre at Tricklock 

Thursday, March 27, 7pm  516 WOrDS: Warehouse 508 youth Poets at 516

Saturday, March 29, 2pm  Presentation with Dr. Kymberly Pinder at 516

aPril

Friday, april 4, 5-8pm  First Friday Free Haircuts & Flower Making at 516

Saturday, april 12, 2:30-5pm Intro to Sign Painting workshop at OFFCenter 

Saturday, april 19, 7:30pm Keynote with Special guest rick Lowe at Outpost

Saturday, april 26, 7pm  516 WOrDS: JustWrite poetry event at 516

maY

May 2-23    Mural process: Brainbow Alley on the back of 516

LEaD arTISTS:

Matthew Chase-Daniel

amber Cobb

Carlos Contreras

Katya Crawford

Susan Frye

Diahndra grill

gabriel Jaureguiberry

Lee Montgomery

Celia alvarez Muñoz

aaron noble

Larry bob Phillips

alf Simon

vecinos artist Collective

Jerry Wellman

randall Wilson

SPEaKErS:

rick Lowe

aaron noble 

Dr. Kymberly Pinder

Nonprofit Org
U.S. POSTAGE

P A i d
Albuquerque, NM

Permit No. 749

516 Central Avenue SW

Albuquerque, NM 87102

505-242-1445  

open Tue - Sat, 12-5pm

Public oPening 
recePtion: 

Saturday, February 1
6-8pm at 516 ARTS


